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· I am grateful for this opportunity to provide a snapshot of some current priorities and activities of DG SANCO.

· I believe that working with consumer organisations is essential towards achieving tangible benefits for consumers and consumer welfare and confidence are key to economic recovery and prosperity. 

· Our shared goal is to help citizens to live safe, healthy and prosperous lives, for example by:
· Protecting and improving public health;

· Ensuring food is safe and wholesome;
· Providing a single, simple set of rules to ensure markets are not only open, transparent and fair but also work for consumers.
· SANCO policies and legislation are in tune with daily lives of citizens.  
Food safety and fighting food fraud

· Let me take, for example, the horsemeat fraud which came to light last year. Our response?   
· A 5-point point action plan to address the shortcomings identified by the scandal. 
· Actions are now completed and being extended to a fuller set of actions to enhance the EU control system as a whole to better detect, counter and deter food fraud.  
· This includes creation of an EU Food Fraud Network and development of an IT system (from 2014) for food inspectors, police and customs officers and judicial authorities.

· A study this year will assess the EU legal framework that currently governs the fight against fraudulent and deceptive practices.
· Moreover, at the end of this year the new Regulation on Food Information to Consumers will enter into force.

· This will benefit all citizens, since it puts the consumer first by:

· Increasing font sizes on food labels;
· Requiring allergen labelling;
· Harmonising voluntary nutrition labelling.

· In addition, in April next year, origin labelling of fresh meat (other than bovine) will become compulsory, increasing considerably information to consumers.  

· DG SANCO continues to play an essential role in ensuring the safety of the EU’s food supply. 
· We have one of the most advanced and effective rapid alert systems in the world, enabling us to react fast and contain risks swiftly. 

· Plus we have a comprehensive system of traceability in place, allowing us to track food from farm to fork to ensure our rules and standards are respected.
GMOs

· Let me turn to the specific issue of GMOs – particularly sensitive and controversial in the EU – which has led to polarised attitudes of both individual citizens and stakeholders.

· The Commission is engaged in important initiatives to ensure that Member States’ have a margin of manoeuvre over GMO cultivation and that consumers can make informed choices.

· I am delighted that the discussions on the Commission's proposal on GMO cultivation have resumed under the Greek Presidency, and I hope that a political agreement can be reached in the coming months. 

· This proposal aims to extend, as much as possible, the margin of manoeuvre of Member States to ban or restrict the cultivation of GMOs on their territory, should they so wish. 

· Currently, Member States can only do this if they provide evidence that the cultivation of a GMO poses unmanageable risks to the environment.   Some Member States followed this route, but ran into legal difficulties in the national courts and at international level.

· Another important proposal is the revision of the Honey Directive, on which the three Institutions should reach an agreement very soon.

· The objective of this proposal is to clarify that pollen is not an ingredient in honey but a constituent, in order to adequately reflect the natural occurrence of pollen in honey.

· This will not affect the application of the EU GMO legislation to honey containing GM pollen:

· GM pollen needs to be authorised;
· Normal labelling rules will apply;
· Honey containing non-authorised GM pollen will not be allowed to be placed on the market in the EU. 

Public Heath 

· Turning to public health, we are delighted to have secured agreement on a revised Tobacco Products Directive, now awaiting final Council adoption. New rules will apply from 2016.
· Also, an important Decision on serious cross-border threats to health will facilitate preparation and action in relation to future pandemics.

· But it’s not all about legislation – for example, we are making important progress on cancer prevention by working in partnerships and with national authorities, on initiatives to tackle this disease.  24 EU countries now have National Cancer Plans in place.

· Also solid progress has been made on pharmacovigilance.  The EU now has one of the safest and most advanced monitoring systems in the world. 

· Patients are better protected from fake medicines and have direct access to a system to report adverse reactions to any medicines they take. 

· Also on health, we continue to promote modernisation of health systems to cope with future demands.  This includes active promotion of eHealth and more efficient use of Health Technology Assessment.
· I would also mention the European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing, which offers a platform for sharing and transferring good practices. 
· Last but not least – the Action Plan on Childhood Obesity.  This puts forward voluntary initiatives to support a healthy start in life; promote healthier environments; restrict marketing and advertising to children; inform and empower families; encourage physical activity; and step up research.

Consumer Policy

· My colleagues have already presented and discussed with you current activities in the field of consumer policy. I would like to underline that DG SANCO works for consumers to achieve tangible progress on three main fronts:
· First, implementation of consumer rights, coordinated and strengthened enforcement and access to redress; 
· Second, a strong consumer movement; and

· Third, integration of consumer interests into other EU policies.

· The 2nd Report on Consumer Policy has been just completed and will be published this month. This takes stock of progress achieved between January 2012 to December 2013 for the policies and measures announced under the Consumer Agenda.
· Let me mention a few highlights of our work in the consumer field.
Cosmetics
· Take for example the decision to prohibit completely animal testing for cosmetics in the European Union as from March of last year. 
· This reflects the value that European consumers attach to animal welfare and provides an opportunity for Europe to set an example of responsible innovation without compromising consumer safety. Several third countries have already followed our approach, such as India and South Korea.
Implementation and Enforcement
· Strong rules are useless if not backed up by effective enforcement.  So enforcement matters. We pursue two main strands of action in this respect:

· First – the strengthening of actual enforcement cooperation:
Here, our initiative on in-app purchases in games targeted at children successfully conveyed the message that enforcement cooperation is a powerful tool to set high standards at EU level.
· Second – the review of the Consumer Protection Cooperation Regulation:
The public consultation generated over 200 responses. Various consumer organisations replied, which is very encouraging.
· The consultation confirms the need for an up-to-date system of surveillance to detect emerging market trends and threats to consumers. 

· For example, a stronger alerting role from various stakeholders and, in particular consumer associations was identified among the most important measures needed at EU level. 
· A large majority of stakeholders are also in favour of enhanced EU-level coordination mechanisms that could tackle better pan-European infringements – such as bad practices occurring widely across the EU, or perpetrated by the same trader operating in a number of Member States. 

· We intend to build on several sources of information and experience to continue the review process. Our intention is to present the first reflection in June, in a Commission report on the functioning of the CPC Regulation. 

· We are also pleased that the forthcoming Italian Presidency has chosen co-operation for the enforcement of consumer rights as the theme for a conference on 7 and 8 July. 
Product safety

· Cooperation in the field of product safety is also crucial to ensure a high level of protection of the health and safety of EU consumers. 
· The Consumer Programme finances joint enforcement actions of market surveillance authorities, including third countries.  For example, the first joint product safety enforcement action between 10 EU Member States and China took place last year. 
· With the general objective to ensure fewer unsafe imported products reaching Europe from China, this first phase focused on strengthening market surveillance cooperation between EU and Chinese authorities.
· The next phase will concentrate on the safety of toys, in particular toys exported from China to Europe via the port of Rotterdam.

Energy

· Let me now turn to integration of consumer interests, to ensure that other EU policies bring concrete benefits for consumers.
· In the field of energy markets, we contribute to the implementation of the Third Energy Package and the Energy Efficiency Directive. Through  workshops and forums with stakeholders, we are particularly active in the areas such as:

· transparency in retail energy markets; 
· paper and electronic energy billing; 
· complaints handling; and 
· personal energy data management.

· On electronic billing in energy, the ‘model electronic bill’ will serve as the ‘blueprint’ for the implementation of a provision in the Energy Efficiency Directive to ensure that electronic bills are well designed to help consumers manage their energy consumption at home. 

· We will also publish this year a study on the functioning of electricity markets for consumers.

Transatlantic Trade Investment Partnership
· Before I close, let me just mention the Transatlantic Trade Investment Partnership (TTIP) and the big question of whether it could lead to a lowering of standards for consumer protection, health, labour and the environment on both sides of the Atlantic. 
· My answer to this question is that we must ensure that this does not happen. 
· The EU and the US have agreed to reduce unnecessary costs and administrative delays stemming from regulation, while achieving the levels of health, safety, and environmental protection that each side deems appropriate. 
· The aim of both Parties is to realise the full potential that the TTIP holds in terms of boosting growth and bringing tangible benefits to consumers. 

· We know that there are differences in regulatory approaches between the EU and US, but we should not underestimate the many areas where we a have similar understanding and share core values.  
· We know that the success of negotiations requires a real engagement with civil society so that it is fully on-board. 
· It is important for the negotiators to be as transparent and articulate as possible to dispel any unfounded suspicion that there is some hidden deregulation agenda. 

· Clearly, the Commission takes the voiced concerns very seriously. In addition to holding Civil Society Dialogues, last month it appointed an Advisory Group of experts from various areas, including consumer protection, social rights, environment and business, which it will consult throughout the TTIP negotiations, based on detailed information sharing. 
· We are particularly pleased that consumer interests will be represented in the Group through BEUC (the European Consumer Organisation) and the TACD (Transatlantic Consumer Dialogue). 

· Finally, the Commission is also about to launch a public consultation on draft provisions on investment protection and investor-state dispute resolution – an element of TTIP that has sparked a lot of controversy.  

**********************************************************************

Ladies and Gentlemen,

· Thank you for your attention.  I now look forward to hearing your views on some of the thoughts and initiatives I have mentioned. 
End 
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